Stylistic and Rhetorical Devices—List 1

	Understatement 
	(lī΄tə tēz΄)  A statement that says less than what it means. The opposite of hyperbole.

	Examples
	“This is a novel type of warfare that produces no destruction, except to life.”    —E. B. White      

“We know that poverty is unpleasant.”     —George Orwell   

“Last week I saw a woman flayed and you would hardly believe how much it altered her person for the worse.”   —Jonathan Swift

	Uses
	The effect, like hyperbole, is actually emphasis. It’s ironic understatement, as seen in the above examples. In the first example, E. B. White assumes the voice of an apologist for this new type of warfare, but the afterthought, “except to life,” reveals and emphasizes his true feeling of horror for it.

	Hyperbole
	Overstatement; a figure of speech in which the author over-exaggerates to accomplish some purpose, usually emphasis.

	Example
	“You’re right, Mom. We should deadbolt all the doors. If we don’t we’ll probably be dead by morning.”   —Sarcastic son

“If thou dost slander her and torture me, 
Never pray more; abandon all remorse; 
On horror’s head accumulate; 
Do deeds to make heaven weep, all earth amazed; 
For nothing canst thou to damnation add 
Greater than that.”                                                            —Othello, William Shakespeare                                       

	Uses
	The use of Hyperbole emphasizes a point, but the reason for emphasis depends on context. In the first example, the son’s exaggeration ridicules what he sees as his mother’s over-cautiousness. In the second example, Othello is telling Iago that if he is lying about Othello’s wife’s infidelity, then Othello will have no pity and Iago will have no hope for salvation.  Adding horrors with still more horrors, Othello use exaggeration in describing his potential rage to make Iago afraid of lying to him.

	Anecdote
	A brief story used in an essay to illustrate a point.

	Example
	“I remember there came into our neighborhood one of this class who was in search of a school to teach, and the question arose while he was there as to the shape of the earth and how he would teach the children concerning the subject.  He explained his position in the matter by saying that he was prepared to teach that the earth was either flat or round, according to the preference of a majority of his patrons.”       —Booker T. Washington Up From Slavery

	Uses
	Anecdotes are generally rhetorical devices that offer (anecdotal) evidence for a particular argument. Their persuasiveness lies in their specificity. Specific examples tend to be more persuasive than abstract ones. The danger, of course, lies in offering as evidence something not closely related to the argument or in relying exclusively on anecdotal evidence.  

	Details
	You won’t find this term in most literary and rhetorical terms guides, but it’s one of the most important ones and easiest to discuss. Details are the facts revealed by the author or speaker that support the attitude or tone in a piece of poetry or prose. 



	Uses
	The details the author/speaker chooses to include can be quite revelatory, and so can the details he/she chooses not to include. For example, pro choice advocates tend to focus on the details of the mother’s life, should she be forced to carry the baby to term, while pro life advocates tend to focus on what happens to the fetus should she abort it. In either case, the author/speaker chooses the details that best support his/her case while leaving out those that do not. When analyzing an argument, notice which details are included and consider which details have been omitted.

	Imagery
	Words or phrases that create pictures or images in the reader’s mind; description based on any of the five senses. 

	Examples


	“During the whole of a dull, dark, and soundless day in the autumn of the year, when the clouds hung oppressively low in the heavens, had been passing alone, on horseback, through a singularly dreary tract of country; and at length found myself, as the shades of the evening drew on, within view of the melancholy House of Usher.”    —Edgar Allan Poe
“One of the village’s Jesuit Priests began playing an alto recorder, playing a wordless song, lyric, in a minor key, that twined over the village creaning, that caught in the big treesí canopies, muted our talk on the bankside, and wandered over the river, dissolving downstream.”   —Annie Dillard

	Uses


	Imagery can be used for a variety of reasons. Generally, it will fit the mood the author is going for. For example, when creating a melancholy mood, Poe will present imagery that is exclusively melancholy.

	Parallelism
	Recurrent syntactical similarity. In this structural arrangement, several parts of a sentence or several sentences are developed and phrased similarly to show that the ideas in the parts or sentences are equal in importance.      

	Examples
	“However our eyes may be dazzled with show, or our ears dazzled with sound; however prejudice may warp our wills, or interest darken our understanding, the simple voice of nature and of reason will say it is right.”     —Thomas Paine    

“They were stiff in their pain; their muscles ached, their bones ached, their very hearts ached;  and because of this came the sharpness of speech.”      —Jack  London   

 “I hope we may not be too overwhelmed one day by peoples too proud or too lazy or too soft to bend to the earth and pick up the things we eat.”    —John Steinbeck, Travels with Charly

	Uses
	Parallelism enhances balance, rhythm, and, most importantly, clarity in a sentence or paragraph.  It may also be used to build momentum and even to create a climactic structure (See Declaration of Independence).    

	Antithesis
	A figure of speech characterized by strongly contrasting words, clauses, sentences, or ideas, as in “Man proposes, God disposes.” Antithesis is a balancing of one term against another. True antithetical structure demands not only that there be an opposition of idea, but that the opposition in different parts be manifested through similar grammatical structure.

	Examples
	“The hungry judges soon the sentence sign,

And wretches hang that jury-men may dine.”    —Alexander Pope 

“To err is human, to forgive divine.”    —Alexander Pope

“The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.”   —Abraham Lincoln 



	Uses
	Generally used to show the disparity between two things by putting them into juxtaposition. Possible reasons for using include: to recommend a course of action, to illustrate iniquity (as in the first example), to demonstrate the importance of one thing over another (as in the third example).

	Aphorism
	A brief, sometimes clever saying that expresses a principle, truth, or observation about life.

	Examples
	“A man is God in ruins.”     —Ralph Waldo Emerson

“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.”    —Emerson
“He that lives upon hope will die fasting.”     —Ben Franklin



	Uses
	Aphorisms are pleasing to the ear and, as such, imply their own veracity. Whether they are or not, they sound like common sense, and an uncritical audience may be persuaded by them.

	Metaphor
	A comparison in which an unknown item is understood by directly comparing it to a known item.      

	Examples
	“Time is but a stream that I go a-fishing in.”     —Henry David Thoreau

“It is a government of wolves over sheep.”     —Thomas Jefferson

“A journey is a person in itself, no two are alike.”     —John Steinbeck

	Uses
	Essentially, metaphors compare the unknown to the known. The unknown doesn’t have to be something unheard of, but the author’s POV of it may be unique. By using a metaphor, an author/speaker may get the audience to accept his/her point of view regarding the so-called unknown. In the first example above, Thoreau talks about time, something we all have a concept of. But he uses a metaphor to explain his concept of time or, more precisely, the concept he’d like us to adopt. 

	Simile
	An indirect comparison using “like” or “as.”

	Examples
	There was a steaming mist in all the hollows, and it had roared in its forlornness up the hill, like an evil spirit, seeking rest and finding none.”       —Charles Dickens

“Reason is to faith as the eye to the telescope.”     —D. Hume

“Let us go then, you and I,
While the evening is spread out against the sky,
Like a patient etherized upon a table.…”      —T.S. Eliot

	Uses
	Same as metaphor.



	Diction
	A writer’s/speaker’s choice of words intended to convey a particular effect.

	Examples
	Elevated diction: “Thus it is that when we walk in the valley of two-fold solitude, we know little of the tender affections that grow out of endearing words and actions and championship.”    

            —Helen Keller

Formal diction: “The two ideas are irreconcilable, completely and utterly inverse, obverse and contradictory!”    —F. Scott Fitzgerald

Colloquial diction: “The train hadn’t even left the station yet and they were already engaged to be hitched.”

	Uses
	Diction is one of the primary devices that reveals tone. For example, Hawthorne’s formal diction in The Scarlet Letter reveals the level of importance with which he treats his subject matter. However, the low diction in Adventures of Huck Finn helps to reveal Twain’s satiric intent.   

	Syntax
	The arrangement of words and the order of grammatical elements in a sentence. 

	Uses
	Just as every writer uses diction, every writer uses syntax. And, as with diction, the more unusual it is, the more significant it probably is. Since syntax is one of the most difficult things for students to analyze and write about, we’re going to deal with it in a separate handout later on.


Stylistic and Rhetorical Terms — List 2

	Alliteration 
	The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginnings of nearby words; sometimes also used to describe repetition of consonant sounds within words.

	Examples
	“The descending dewdrops foreboded evil to come.”

	Uses
	Although it is more often seen in poetry, prose writers use it as well. Generally, it works subconsciously on the reader to aid fluidity and readability as well as strengthening the meaning. Alliteration may also be used to suggest some connection between the words. 

	Allusion
	A brief reference to a person, place, thing, event, or idea in history, classic literature, or even pop culture. 

	Example
	Many things about Jim Casey in The Grapes of Wrath seem to allude to Jesus. 

	Uses
	In rhetoric, allusions are primarily used to add credibility (ethos) to the speaker or author by implying that the speaker/author is well educated. The way an allusion is meant to work on the reader is to imply a connection between the topic at hand and the thing being alluded to. In The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck uses the Christ allusions with Jim Casey to get the reader to sympathize with Jim (and, more importantly, with Jim’s cause) as well as to foreshadow Jim’s eventual martyrdom. Both suggestive and economical, allusions are particularly useful in poetry. 

	Assonance
	The repetition of the same vowel sound in nearby words.

	Example
	Time is like the tide. 

	Uses
	Essentially the same as alliteration. 

	Anachronism
	The intentional or unintentional use of a person, object, or event that is out of place chronologically.

	Example
	A clock in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar. The presence of Keanu Reeves in Dangerous Liaisons. In his satirical novel A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, Mark Twain used anachronism to contrast homespun American ingenuity with the superstitious ineptitude of a chivalric monarchy.

	Uses
	If unintentional, it’s an embarrassing flub for any contemporary writer. However, a writer may deliberately introduce anachronisms to achieve a burlesque, satirical, or other desired effect. 

	Analogy
	Analogy compares two things, which are alike in several respects, for the purpose of explaining or clarifying some unfamiliar or difficult idea or object by showing how the idea or object is similar to some familiar one.

	Examples


	“He that voluntarily continues ignorance is guilty of all the crimes which ignorance produces, as to him that should extinguish the tapers of a lighthouse might justly be imputed the calamities of shipwrecks.”  —Samuel Johnson

“Knowledge always desires increase: it is like fire, which must first be kindled by some external agent, but which will afterwards propagate itself.”  —Samuel Johnson

	Uses


	While simile and analogy often overlap, the simile is generally a more artistic likening, done briefly for effect and emphasis, while analogy serves the more practical end of explaining a thought process or a line of reasoning or the abstract in terms of the concrete, and may therefore be more extended. In rhetoric, using an analogy is an appeal to logic (logos). But watch out! An appeal to emotion (pathos) may also be made with an analogy if the subject of the analogy plays upon the feelings of the audience. . 

	Apostrophe
	An address either to someone (or something) who is absent (perhaps someone dead or one of the gods) and therefore cannot hear the speaker or to something nonhuman that cannot comprehend.

	Examples
	“O Fate! Why do you taunt me!”

	Uses
	Most often seen in poetry, apostrophes can provide an intense and immediate voice, but when it is overdone or extravagant it can be ludicrous. 

	Consonance 
	The repetition of consonant sounds with differing vowel sounds in words near each other. Unlike alliteration, the repetition of consonant sounds may be appear anywhere within words.

	Examples
	“Winning the trophy made him daffy.”

	Uses
	For poetical or even musical effect.

	Chiasmus
	(ky-AZ-mus) a figure of speech in which the order of the terms in the first of two parallel clauses is reversed in the second. Think of it as inverted parallelism.

	Examples
	“We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.” –Declaration of Indpendence

“All for one and one for all.” 

	Uses
	See chiasmus.com. 

	Cliché  
	Ideas or expressions that have become tired and trite from overuse.

	
	“Our love is a blessing from heaven above.”

Pretty much every romantic comedy from Hollywood when the guy and girl start out hating each other.

	Uses
	While sometimes it may be acceptable to consciously use a cliché, generally you should avoid them. 

	Colloquial
	Characteristic of ordinary familiar language rather than formal; conversational language.

	Examples
	“Me and my dogs gonna be chillin’ at the crib.”

	Uses
	Used when an author or speaker wants to appear in a certain way: down home, laid back, one of the people, krunk, etc. Some upper class politicians try to use this to embarrassing effect.

	Denotation
	The literal, dictionary definitions of words.

	Connotation
	Associations and implications that go beyond a word’s definitions. There can be many possible connotations for a single word, not just “positive” and “negative.”

	Uses
	One of the most important skills you must develop this year is to be able to pick up on the connotations of words. You often have to be able to analyze the diction of a piece in order to understand the tone. You have to understand the tone of a piece to understand the meaning. 


Stylistic and Rhetorical Terms—List 3

	Analyze
	To separate into parts, giving them rigorous, logical, detailed scrutiny, resulting in a consistent and relatively complete account of the elements of the thing and the principles of their organization.

	Uses
	In most of your timed essays, you will be analyzing an author’s style or rhetoric for a particular purpose.

	Delineate
	1. To trace the outline of. 2. To portray in words; describe or outline with precision. 

	Uses
	Although it is sometimes used as a synonym of analyze, it works bests in contexts with a specific order or organization (i.e. chronological).

	Explicate
	1. To develop a principal, theory, etc. 2. To make plain or clear; explain; interpret.

	Uses
	Also may be used as a synonym of analyze. 

	Evaluate
	To determine the value or worth of.

	Uses
	This word differs from the previous three since it requires judgment. You are often asked to evaluate the quality of an argument in a rhetorical analysis timed write, or even to compare to arguments and evaluate which of the two is the more persuasive.

	Dichotomy
	1. Division into two parts, kinds, etc.; subdivision into halves or pairs. 2. A difference in opinion; a schism or split. 3. Logic. Classification by division into two mutually exclusive groups. 

	Uses


	There are too many uses to name here. We may use the word to discuss some type of division between characters, ideas, or points of view.



	Dénouement
	Literally, “unknotting.” The final unraveling of a plot; the solution of a mystery; an explanation or outcome.

	Examples
	In The Grapes of Wrath, the dénouement is the final scene. In The Sixth Sense, it’s when (Warning: Spoiler coming!) you find out Bruce Willis has been dead all along. 

	Uses
	Dénouement is often used as a synonym for falling action. 



	Discourse
	Formal discussion. In modern critical discussion, discourse refers to ways of speaking that are bound by ideological, professional, political, cultural, or sociological communities (i.e. the discourse of medicine, the discourse of literary criticism, etc.).

	Epilogue
	The conclusion or final part of a nondramatic literary work that serves typically to round out or complete the design of the work.

	Uses
	In literature, the epilogue often tells of events that took place after the main events of the work.

	Prologue
	The preface or introduction to a literary work.

	Uses
	Uh . . . as the preface or introduction to a literary work.

	Epistolary
	Prose or poetry written through letters.

	Uses
	Narrative structure that explores various first-person perspectives through personal writing.

	Elegy
	A song or poem expressing sorrow or lamentation , especially for one who is dead.

	Uses
	The adjective form Elegiac (el´ə jī΄ək) is a tone word that can be used for prose as well.

	Eulogy
	A speech or writing in praise of a person or thing, especially a set oration in honor of a deceased person.

	Soliloquy
	A speech delivered by a character to himself or the audience, often used to reveal thoughts or feelings.

	Examples
	Just about any Shakespeare play. Hamlet’s “To Be or Not to Be” soliloquy is perhaps the most famous.  

	Uses
	Mainly in drama. 

	Farce
	A type of comedy in which ridiculous and often stereotyped characters are involved in silly, farfetched situations.

	Examples
	Although many works of fiction have elements of farce, just turn on your TV to just about any sitcom to see a purer example. Seinfeld and The Simpsons are perhaps the best quality examples, although The Simpsons is often more purely satirical than farcical. 


Stylistic and Rhetorical Terms—List 4

	Flashback
	A literary technique that involves interruption of the chronological sequence of events by interjection of scenes or events of earlier occurrence.

	Uses
	Flashbacks are used mainly in works of fiction for a variety of reasons. One chief reason for using flashbacks is to reveal the deep-seated motivations driving a character. One effect is to have the reader reevaluate what he/she thinks of a character(s) based on what is revealed in the flashback. 

	Foreshadowing
	The use of hints and clues to suggest what will happen later in a plot.

	Uses
	Chiefly used for suspense. Also useful for themes emphasizing fate.

	Foil
	Literally it means a “leaf” of bright metal placed under a jewel to increase its brilliance. In literature, the term is applied to any person who through contrast underscores the distinctive characteristics of another. 

	Example
	In Romeo and Juliet, Mercutio is a foil to Romeo.  

	Uses
	Shakespeare used foils very consciously, and in discussion of his plays is where you most likely hear the term, though many other writers have used it. 

	Fallacy
	1. A deceptive, misleading, or false notion, belief, etc. 2. Misleading or unsound argument. 3. Logic. Any of the various types of erroneous reasoning that render an argument unsound.

	Example
	Most propaganda techniques are rhetorical fallacies. We will be studying some of these in more depth later on. 

	Uses
	Obviously, you want to avoid them yourself and be able to spot them in the arguments of others. 

	Framed Narrative
	An overall unifying story within which one or more tales are related.

	Examples


	Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales
Forrest Gump

	Uses
	Primarily used in works of fiction and film.

	Genre 
	A distinctive type or category of literature, such as epic, novel, poem short story, etc.

	In Medias Res
	(in me΄di äs΄ res΄) Literally means “in the midst of things.” It is applied to the literary technique of opening a story in the middle of the action and then supplying information about the beginning of the action through flashbacks and other devices of exposition. 

	Examples
	When The Iliad begins, the Trojan war has already been going on for seven years.


	Uses
	This is one of the conventions of epics, although it may be used in any work of fiction or drama. 

	Narrative
	An account of events; a story. Anything that is narrated. 

	Examples
	Every story ever told. 

	Uses
	For our purposes, it probably is best to think of it as an account of events. An autobiographical essay, for example, is a type of narrative.

	Irony
	A broad term referring to the recognition of a reality different from appearance. Sarcasm is a harsh form of irony.

	Uses
	The effectiveness of irony is the impression it gives of restraint. The ironist writes with tongue in cheek; for this reason irony is more easily detected in speech than writing, because the voice can, through its intonation, easily warn the listener of a double significance. In writing, however, it is probably the hardest tone for students to pick up on. Of course, if the tone is ironic and you miss it, you will totally miss the meaning of the work.

	Dramatic Irony
	Occurs when the audience or reader has a better understanding of events or individuals than one or more characters.

	Examples
	Much of the humor in Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is due to the ignorance of the narrator Huck.

In Oedipus Rex, King Oedipus, who has unknowingly killed his father, says that he will banish his father’s killer when he finds him.

	Uses
	May be used to create suspense, evoke laughter, or other reasons. 

	Situational Irony
	A type of irony focusing on a situation and perhaps emphasizing that human beings are enmeshed in forces beyond their comprehension or control.

	Examples
	A professional pickpocket having his own pocket picked just as he was in the act of picking someone else’s pocket.

	Uses
	Generally used to evoke laughter or provoke thought. Good for themes of divine retribution or justice. 

	Verbal Irony
	Irony wherein the actual intent is expressed in words that carry the opposite meaning. 

	
	“Why, no one would dare argue that there could be anything more important in choosing a college than its proximity to the beach.”

	Uses
	May be used for humor or satire or to provoke thought. 

	Inversion
	When two things are reversed in position; reversal of the usual natural order of words. 

	Examples
	“Yet know I how the heather looks…” —Emily  Dickinson

	Uses
	Generally, for emphasis and/or poetic effect.

	Synecdoche
	The use of a part of something to represent the whole.

	Examples
	“…lend me your ears.” —Julius Caesar (for “give me your attention”)

“All hands on board.”

	Uses
	For poetic effect. 

	Cacophony 
	Cacophony is harsh, discordant sounds.

	
	"…never my numb plunker fumbles." –John Updike

	
	Poetic effect.

	Euphony 
	Euphony is soothing, musically pleasant sounds.

	
	O star (the fairest one in sight)

	
	Poetic effect. 

	Inference
	A logical conclusion that someone draws from available data. In literature, readers often must infer things implied by the author but not directly stated.

	Uses
	Remember: Writers imply, readers infer. 


Stylistic and Rhetorical Terms—List 5

	Periodic Sentence
	A sentence that, no matter how long, is not grammatically complete until the end. 

	Example
	At the end of a long trail, which meanders along the Pinamel River through great stands of fir and aspen, by huge boulders that look as if they have tumbled from the peak of the mountains soaring above, under the gaze of unseen deer, rabbits, and even a bear or two, past the old Switley cabin with its caved in roof and broken-down mining equipment, across the grand beaver dam at the neck of Aspen Meadows, beyond the trickling waterfalls formed by the springs that lend the Pinamel sustenance, if not life, sits a worn bench.

	Uses
	May be used to create suspense. Emphasis is put on the idea that comes at the end. 

	Caesura
	(si zho(or(ə) A pause, metrical or rhetorical, occurring somewhere in a line of poetry. 

	Uses
	The pause may or may not be typographically indicated.

	Metonymy 
	Metonymy refers to the substitution of one thing for another closely identified thing.

	Example
	“The White House” signifying the activities and policies of the president.

“The Crown” for the British royal family.

	Uses
	For efficiency or poetic effect. Similar to synecdoche except it doesn’t have to be a physical part of the thing being represented.

	Monologue
	An extended speech by one person.

	Uses
	Drama and poetry. 

	Mood 
	The emotions intended to be felt by the reader of a literary work.

	Examples
	Edgar Allan Poe usually goes for a melancholy mood. 

	Uses
	Don’t confuse this with tone. 

	Tone
	The attitude of a writer toward his/her subject.

	Examples
	Twain often uses a satiric tone. 

	Uses
	Don’t confuse with mood. Understanding tone is about the most important thing in understanding any act of communication. If you misread the tone, you will misunderstand the meaning. 

	Motif
	A usually recurring salient thematic element, especially a dominant or central theme.

	Examples
	In The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne employs a light/dark motif. 

	Uses
	To make sure a particular thematic element gets across to the reader.  Remember: Motif, mo’ problems. 

	Onomatopoeia 
	Onomatopoeia is a word that imitates the sound it represents.

	Examples
	splash, bang, kerplow

	Uses
	Such devices bring out the full flavor of words. Comparison and association are sometimes strengthened by syllables that imitate or reproduce the sounds they describe.

	Paradox
	Paradox reveals a kind of truth that at first seems contradictory.

	Examples
	Less is more. 

I am strongest when I am weakest. 

“And yet ‘twould seem that what is sung/In happy sadness by the young,/Fate has no choice but to fulfill.” –Robert Frost (this last example is also an oxymoron)

	Uses
	Adds a Yoda-esque feeling. (Please don’t use the term Yoda-esque on your AP exam.)

	Parody
	A work of art in which the style of author is imitated for comic effect or ridicule.

	Examples
	The Simpsons often parodies movies, televisions shows, literary works, etc. 

	Personification
	The attribution of human characteristics to nonhuman things.

	Examples
	The stone wall grimaced with eons of erosion, tufts of grass and scraggly brush hanging out of cracks like a three-day old beard.

	Uses
	Poetic effect.


Stylistic and Rhetorical Terms—List 6

	Anaphora
	(ə naf(ər ə)  The repetition of the same word or words at the beginning of successive phrases, clauses, or sentences.

	Examples
	“In books I find the dead as if they were alive; in books I foresee things to come; in books warlike affairs are set forth; from books come forth the laws of peace.”  —Richard de Bury

	Uses
	Used in conjunction with parallelism and climactic structure.

	Resolution
	The events following a climax in a narrative. 

	Uses
	Synonym of falling action. 

	Meter
	The recurrence in poetry of a rhythmic pattern, which is determined by the number and type of stresses.

	Uses
	We will perhaps look at this in more depth when we look at some poetry.

	Rhyme Scheme
	The pattern in which rhyme sounds occur in a stanza

	Example
	Rose are red,                      A
Violets are blue,                 B
One day they’ll be dead,    A
And so will you.                 B

	Uses
	Rhyme schemes, for the purpose of analysis, are usually presented by the assignment of the same letter of the alphabet to each similar end rhyme.

	Satire
	A literary mode based on criticism of people and society through ridicule.

	Examples
	The Simpsons, The Onion

	Uses


	The satirist aims to reduce the practices attacked by laughing scornfully at them—and being witty enough to allow the reader to laugh, also.  Ridicule, irony, exaggeration, and several other techniques are almost always present. The satirist may insert serious statements of value or desired behavior, but most often he relies on an implicit moral code, understood by his audience and paid lip service by them. The satirist's goal is to point out the hypocrisy of his target in the hope that either the target or the audience will return to a real following of the code. Thus, satire is inescapably moral even when no explicit values are promoted in the work, for the satirist works within the framework of a widely spread value system.

	Stream of Consciousness
	1. Phrase used by William James in 1890 to describe the unbroken flow of thought and awareness of the waking mind. 2. A special mode of narration that undertakes to capture the full spectrum and the continuous flow of a character's mental processes. 3. In a literary context, used to describe the narrative method where writers describe the unspoken thoughts and feelings of their characters without resorting to objective description or conventional dialogue.

	Examples
	Ulysses and Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, James Joyce

	Uses
	It’s an attempt to put the reader in the mind of a character more thoroughly than conventional methods can achieve. 

	Symbolism
	The use of something that on the surface is its literal self but which also has another meaning or even several meanings.

	Examples
	The turtle in The Grapes of Wrath may be seen as a symbol of the Joad family or any of the Oakie families. 

	Uses
	There are two general types of symbols: universal symbols that embody universally recognizable meanings wherever used, such as light to symbolize knowledge, a skull to symbolize death, etc., and constructed symbols that are given symbolic meaning by the way an author uses them in a literary work, as the white whale becomes a symbol of evil in Moby Dick.

	Style
	The manner of expression of a particular writer, produced by choice of words, grammatical structures, use of literary devices, and all the possible parts of language use. 

	Uses
	Some general styles might include scientific, ornate, plain, emotive. Most writers have their own particular styles.

	Synaesthesia 
	(also synesthesia) Describing one kind of sensation in terms of another, thus mixing senses.

	Examples
	“red hot”

“How sweet the sound.”

	Uses
	Poetic effect.

	Gothic
	A work in which supernatural horrors and an atmosphere of unknown terror pervades the action. The setting is often a dark, mysterious castle, where ghosts and sinister humans roam menacingly.

	Examples
	Frankenstein and  many stories and poems of Edgar Allen Poe.

	Theme
	A central idea. In nonfiction prose, it may be thought of as the general topic of discussion, the subject of discourse, the thesis. In poetry, fiction, and drama, it is the abstract concept that is made concrete through representation in person, action, and image. 

	Examples
	Not individual words like “love” or “vice,” which are subjects or topics, but a complete sentence like “Vice seems more interesting than virtue but turns out to be destructive.” 

	Uses
	No proper theme is simply a subject or an activity. Theme and thesis imply both a subject and a predicate of some kind. A theme can only be expressed in one or more sentences; it can not be single word.

	Allegory
	Allegory is a form of extended metaphor, in which objects, persons, and actions in a narrative, are equated with the meanings that lie outside the narrative itself. The underlying meaning has moral, social, religious, or political significance, and characters are often personifications of abstract ideas as charity, greed, or envy. Thus an allegory is a story with two meanings, a literal meaning and a symbolic meaning.

	Examples
	“Young Goodman Brown,” Nathaniel Hawthorne

	Tragic Flaw
	The error, frailty, or character defect that leads to the downfall of a tragic hero.

	Examples
	Richard III’s thirst for power in Richard III. 

	Uses
	Obviously, it’s used in tragedies. 


